
2 Timothy 1:4
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I

may be filled with joy; 

Analysis

Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled

with joy. Paul expresses intense longing through epipothōn (ἐπιποθῶν), denoting

earnest,  continuous  yearning—not  casual  desire  but  profound  spiritual  and

emotional  hunger.  This  deep  affection,  forged  through  shared  ministry  and

suffering,  reveals  authentic  emotional  intimacy possible  in  Christian friendship.

Paul's  longing  demonstrates  that  godliness  doesn't  suppress  legitimate  human

emotions but sanctifies them.

The  reference  to  Timothy's  "tears"  (dakryōn,  δακρύων)  likely  recalls  their  last

farewell when Timothy wept at Paul's departure (compare Acts 20:37-38). These

tears  weren't  weakness  but  appropriate  godly  sorrow.  Paul's  sensitivity  to

remember  these  tears  demonstrates  pastoral  attentiveness  and  emotional

intelligence—he knows Timothy's heart and validates his disciple's affection.

Paul  anticipates  being  "filled  with  joy"  (chara  plērōthō,  χαρὰ  πληρωθῶ)  upon

reunion. Christian joy differs from circumstantial happiness: it's deeper, based on

gospel realities,  and coexists with suffering. Paul,  facing execution, finds joy in

Timothy's spiritual wellbeing, demonstrating that Christian joy rests in God's work

in others and Christ's glory, not personal circumstances.
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Historical Context

Ancient  letter-writing  conventions  included  expressions  of  longing,  but  Paul's

emotional intensity exceeds formality. Given this is likely Paul's final letter before

martyrdom (4:6-8), his desire carries special poignancy. The honor-shame culture

made  public  displays  of  male  emotion  less  common.  Paul's  vulnerability  in

mentioning tears and expressing deep longing would have been countercultural,

demonstrating  that  the  gospel  transforms  masculine  identity  to  include  tender

affection and emotional honesty without compromising strength.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

Who shares this depth of spiritual friendship with you, and how can you

intentionally deepen such relationships?

How comfortable are you expressing godly emotion—tears, joy, longing—in

Christian relationships?

Where do you seek joy, and how can you increasingly find it in others'

spiritual growth rather than personal circumstances?

Interlinear Text

ἐπιποθῶν
Greatly desiring

G1971

σε
thee
G4571

ἰδεῖν
to see
G1492

μεμνημένος
being mindful

G3415

σου
of thy
G4675

τῶν
G3588

δακρύων
tears
G1144

ἵνα
that
G2443

χαρᾶς
with joy

G5479

πληρωθῶ
I may be filled

G4137

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

2 Timothy 4:9 (Parallel theme): Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:

2 Timothy 4:21 (Parallel theme): Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus

greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren.

Philippians 1:8 (Parallel theme):  For God is my record, how greatly I long after

you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

3


	2 Timothy 1:4
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


